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(0) CHIN *i SOCIAL TRENDS SINCE THE DEATH OP MAO 



Summary 

Chinese society has been undergoing a major 
transformation that one observer in the late i25nc 

t f??,* 11 , 1976 ' rela tionships among the society, 
political system, and individual have altered sig- 
nificantly, under Deng Xiaoping, life in chinfis 
becoming less politicized and maze pluralistic 

Jl 1 * f e 2 tral . Planning is giving way to a some- 
a2rLul?»r. ind 2 Strial eC0n0my and hoGsehold-basId 

Hfe Irt b^nn? a « y aSpe ° tS ° f SOcial and cultural 
J f? fl e ? ecoiain 9 more autonomous and diverse 
individuals and groups now have and „!«!•! a 

•non'nofiM^i?" 11 l J mit * 6 < ***** of choice on 
non-political' questions. 

But the question of whether or to what extent 
f! 1 ^}" S ?fi a i and ^Itural autonomy can colxil? 
in China with denial of political freedom is vet to 
Mv "?n e ^n- SUOh a ^"nation exists, if uneas- 
ily, in many non-communist authoritarian regimes 
and to some extent in Yugoslavia and Hungary 
i«? e fui^ a9raa ? isn ' and ttad "ional ChK klit- 
Jossible? ° 8U " eSt tbat 8U0h a ^^otomy is 

Continued success of the economic reforms is 
probably the key to China's continued development 
of a more pluralistic social and intellectual Ufe 
The reformers argue that greater pluralism fnd 
autonomy are essential for rapid and sustained 
economic growth, China's demonstrable economic 
achievement vindicates their approach to moderniza- 

to 0 ^!;??^"? 1 ?' i£ the econ °" v fa?ter a rpre2sure 
to curtail social and cultural autonomy will 

increase. But the reforms have alread^-perhaos 
of rr |h"a" blY "" altered U£e in the Sblic 
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China is b4ginni'rfe fco tumble $ •coifcftftier Society?! Jncteas- 
ingly, Chinese « c dcaaHdlap hSgh« q^lStTg^L^nd^Zbe^r? 
more varied diet. Greater economic activity has led to greater 
geographic mobility, internal travel is now occurring a t^nprece- 
develop a " * doraestic to "ism industry is beginning to 

„™ n J!j5 h ?? te u telaxed Political atmosphere and the upsurge in 
iESSIm 0tlV i ty S?" COme a dramatic increase in the spread of 
information. As this trend continues-especially as the conputer 
age arrives in China~the leadership may increasingly feel threat- 
cTcon'tro?? ° P6nin9 ° £ ChannelS ° f *»«««"on difficult for ?hem 

l, 1116 ! pread ? f information may already be exacerbating the 
problem of political alienation within a large segment of Chinese 
ST* non :P?i itlcal opportunities for personal advancement? 
scLtlt a * dow ? ofideology, and exposure to foreign ideas wd ' 
science are leading many young people in China to question every- 
thing, including the prevailing political system. Y 

Some of the traditional mechanisms of social control are 
facing change. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and its vouth 
adjunct, the Communist Youth League, are having troSble re«uUino 

""tending candidates. Alternative pitta Sf upward 9 
52£ i 2ii?S!? her w " h added burd ens a nd diminished benefits of 
S ( ^ " hlp : make it more difficult for the party to attract 
the kind of people needed to provide effective leadershiD in the 
ouaTLv°no?? d - rn ^- t«Mlo» between the nlti *tor high- * 

S^J lCal « 1 f adetship and the a lternative opportunities for 
next two decades? 9 y0U " 9 Pe ° Pl6 WlU Ukely in *enslfy over the 

,„ , At £ he same time ' however, the regime's coercive apparatus 

it a s n Lw n ^": a ! the CUf J ent c »<*do3n on crime attestf-aUhough 
it is now somewhat more selective in the behavior it seeks to con- 

r h ? nd . SOmeWh ? t more ^strained to operate within the fraSewrk 

2L2 EdM^"? 16991 Systenu The Preoccupation wi2S p«sonal 
goals and material possessions suggests that disaffection can ho 

~D,H? lled '^ t de velopment of future political lealershjp 'iu 
require positive measures-possibly including the expansion of 
EtrtalS P o a erci^? ti0n intell ectuals-ra?her than* simpJyless 
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DepoUti cization of Daily Lif* 



would be the widening of P «eaf'o? LfL the 2° 8t not i«able changes 
ference. Among the most obvio„« rt f«° n ° my £com P°"«c«l inter- 
of colorful drlss anS vat?ed Safrf tvw^ 8 ^" ^ teem «9«»« 
ability of such non-political d«M:! * nd ? h ? return to accept- 
practicing traditional opera or ma^?*, 88 , £ ai8i ? 9 ? a9ed songbirds, 
displaying flowers in thTwf Western hihi'tf 1 ^" 9 b 5 idge ' and 

Ko'ba^ 2^*1^^? ^^KS cnlef 

•educa^ion-^re^Ir^ss'^er'vafL 1 ^^ 1 C ?l! tro1 and logical 
Political meeting at ?he P workpU« are^'V deoade a *°' 
intrusive. People feel freer to ZLtl? J 688 f 5 e( J uen t and less 
meetings or to exercise their 'tiott' "L"?! ,8elve8 fcora Political 
debate, even on is ues »f ™L5 9 ,, t0 silence. Academic 
Place and appear not onlv K l !"^! relevance, are common- 
in such prest^ouTnlciona? SESE.« h ° U J: ly ^umals but also 
( Enlightenment Daily " j^Vg^'i £L" 5^ B ? Riba " 
^ain^ibao (Peopled Kiet^iWjfSSS'iXi'S. 

alities in recent Chinese" SutSry? " tS a " d 1B, P ortan t Person- 

£5 
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ideological viewpoint. The abortive 1983-84 ■aDirifcSi . 
campaign, unleashed by Deng, was first used hv !i Pollution" 

to attack many reform initiativ". SfriJ «I?^ P rt J conse ™atives 

1M3 h« y I- f? three-year party rectification campaign begun "in 
^ttK SfflC^ >ut P e„?orcl„ g n t h e 

Shifting Focus of L oyalty and idsnMhy 

unlaw 

that no one Jijj ta^ ca- " L ^.f"""*" about then, and 
controi on.y to be rep^ced^r le^i^cni'nese 
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ass KSr^-tts:, 

and workers narrowed? ppea and the lncolne 9*P between peasants 
in,presI?ve t 1?gS r | s C ? n0 S^weeri97| i ^ d r 1 e SI!; tly ^J,™ ~" 

Savinus deposits a 1 so qrew rlni ill? 11 S? rce n t in rea * terms. 

yuan t, xr$e t , xii?, KStSRS'^K^ i^e^S? 
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the 1978-84 period, ••ve»age«consu«wtiaii »f attain Itcruu^ib « M , 
TO^irSV' S?°t lnfl ""tripled, Pork1o^i" Zt a P "" 
ILl ^ fc ; Dietat y variety and quality have improved as well? 
even though consumption of animal protein remains very low by 

W " andatds - « a "t ^ods still account for 94 percent 
of China s food consumption, according to official statistics and 

lall« U hfi^TJ int !J e °, f 38 manV " "' 2 P« cent °" "b!„?amiUes 
falls below international standards for maintaining normal health? 

,?j!, in9 t lnco ? es have al *owed more and more Chinese, both urban 
and i ?SS al '« t0 enjov some of the amenities of life. Between 1978 
™. A ?Ji' f0t e ? am P le ' the number of bicycles per 100 tMidmta 
»?^« 14 l fi S eCCent '\ OWnet8nip of radios ' " 7 Percent, and tele"" 
?«° ^,1 P« c ent. Increasingly, Chinese consumers are looking 
fSL 2 expensive consumer durables and demanding higher quality- 
even foreign-made— products. Hashing machines, radio!, tape 

^ II 8 ',,?? ?' televisions, and refrigerators have replaced 
olKsfna »^. Wa £ Che8 ' elect ri<= fans, and sewing machines in the 
purchasing plans of consumers as yesterday's luxuries increasinolv 
become today's commonplace items. increasingly 

Urbanization and Geographic Mobility 

One of China's greatest successes during Mao's 30-vear mi» 
was its control of migration to major cities? Exclpt for brief 
periods during the late 1950s and early 1960s, the movant of the 
rural population was strictly controlled. One result, however, 

o a sly e ^d^m P ^d? f China ' 8 800 milU ° n CUM1 dWell « S a " 

new .ss^;-a^ l SiS^.^;r^p^ 1 ^-~ a 

countryside. The intention still is to limit strictly ndgration 
af « J?? UC J e eastei:n 8eab °ard cities but to encourage the growth 
?L^ al L and ? ed J u rai2ed cities throughout the country and to 
llll sn ec ? n ? mic interaction between town and countryside. Already 
some 60 million peasants have left farming for non-agricultural 
employment, mostly in the rural areas or small citiel. Some 
Chinese estimate that as many as two-thirds of the nation's rural 

d armlna S ^r?^ PS minion P e ople«will eventually abandon 
farming for local industry or service trades. 

r»i^i?« the urban u setting, opportunities to change jobs, even to 
relocate across the country, are growing but still limited, if 
current reforms succeed, however, something of a job market may 
emerge, with intellectuals and skilled workers able to sen ^eir 
expertise to the most attractive bidder. 

*„.4 At th« pare "tine, ihe ur&matic exparsicn cf jjonomic activity 
during the l*.st decade nas !e(? ta a jurgt in inr.e"vl travel? 
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TranapoetaWo^rHn^snauB slwa'inid; folcjag. i&forms in the airline 
industry and prompting increased investment in til Ail system and 
I 4 T"' „ Buye J 8 ana 8ellers now travel all a «osS China 
[ »« "° ' he * r wa "», * ch«Per or more reliable 

supplier, or act as middleman or matchmaker. Higher income levels 

Eoth a «™„H e fnH° 8 dCan,a L lc inctease in internal to5risS? cre!ui| 
faciHt?es d a a 2 d se?vices? ity deVelo * in * h ° tel * «- Jurist 9 



Spread of Information 



One consequence of the relaxation of pervasive political 
control has been a dramatic increase in the availability and vari- 
««L°5 in 5 orM "on. china's rising living standard has led not 
™iL t ?* 8k ? r 2 Cket i n ? ! deBand for television sets but also to a 
ttiM»a a 2^ d »2 a ? d 5° r B0Ce and better Programming, in 1983, 
cZill Ltt^ t f"? °ne«ay to meet this demand was to break up 
a "four fJfri I^r isl0B *. (CCTV) m °nopoly on broadcasting. Onder 
2nJ!^fZ J I 8ysteB ' Provinces, prefectures, and counties are 
encouraged to supplement cCTVs coverage. The leadership announced 
plans to expand the number of television stations from 44 in lwf 
to more than 245. By 1985, 104 stations-91 of them provinSially 

^"iS rfE/So"^^ Wit !! BOt ? up aft^hel'me? 

cctv also plans to add another channel to its current three. 

n«« Th ifrapid expansion apparently has produced a great varia- 

in the quality of programming. In Beijing, morl than half of 
total air time is devoted to sports, drama, music, dance, chil- 
tnrLZ P r °9 ramra J i ng, and other entertainment, according to a 1985 
survey Educational programs took up 24 percent of the broadcast 
n a &o and < ! neW8 accounted for 15 percent. CCTV has put together a 
number of very popular and well-produced programs including the 
highly acclaimed -Pour Generation Family,- a 28-episode selial 
broadcast during the summer of 1985. episoae serial 

nr^,f2 ° rde .L t0 raise tne ^ ua "ty and interest level of its 
programs, CCTV has also imported a number of foreign programs 

8lX Ametican television companies havered lo 
provide programs to CCTV, including CBS which sold 64 hours of 

?«°2!; amrain V an9 J in9 fton " Dt - seuss ' cartoons and -60 Minutes' 
to sports shows in exchange for advertising time. 

„„- Local Programming, however, is neither as well produced 
nor as rigidly controlled as broadcasting in major cities One 

o u tha u in tne effoct t0 bu "d «P their -rating!, ■ local 
ft it "^ haWe be9Un t0 bc °aocast what the market demands even if 

i , i r ? t a i Wi4ys «*Pl«»ly 'n line with what propaganda officials 
21 2? l2 n Litl% , to t recent of r.cial investigHion, 

Hongkong or^pan? 9 "* 3 °" ^ 10091 ■ 3ta "° r ' 8 wete Bada in 
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► .i.„t»^ ne 8a * * 1 "*: t 9«f <Jh«>V* are wazehin* moc* and Seeter 
television ptog«wuni»,,. t he, a*ec«a3uglm2re. .and* .fro*, a Slier 

oSmTSLS* f° Ut S eS : The nuraber 0£ newspapers and magazines 
?2n £!?!- d fc ,2 n o above the, prefectural level increased from 69 to 
H 4 SL^ fc S een i?2 8 , and 1983 ' and the number «f magazines published 
jumped from 930 in 1978 to 3,415 by the end of 1983. Most of the 
new publications are not officially subsidized and must rely on 

InflLt 0 ^2 f0t th f lr °P«ations-advertising is stiU " its 
infancy. As a result, many of the non-official print media 
outlets provide the livel/reporting on domesti/and international 
?^or^M^ ed Kt h t pUblic and fe technical and profes!"nal 

t?fnfr^S n „^l! 9ht J by f P°P ulace int^t on improving its educa- 
tional and professional status. 

h « h22n IV" 1 }* ° f * his Proliferation of channels of information 
as P^oV.^ni?? 8 °f readership by such official media outlets 
1 Jl l f n P ?oil - Subscriptions to national newspapers fell by 
Lit 1<L r*i 9BS : t People's Daily circulation was down 8.6 per- 
cent, with Liberation Armv n^iy-th., nU itary's official 
organ—losing 9 percent of its subscribers. Surprisingly, even 
Econo^ 1 n e n^" 0 5 ien £ ea 6»angmlng Daily and the prestigious 
Economic Daily lost subscribers, l7.6 percent and 6.9 percent 
tes Peotlveiy. of the major national dailies, only chiSrSaily- 
publlsbed in English-posted a gain, 6 percent. Ma jor official 
!! a ! a , i ^-? e8 ;:} nClUdi,,9 £ he Req Flaa . the ComXs?"^*. 
Hr a ^^ 8 K Chl "; se Y 2 Utn ' and the influential Liaowanq (Outlook)-- 
dropped by rates of 3 to 18 percent. a u, -* m *' 

Another and potentially even more far-reaching aspect of 

iSLrL t M d „ 0f / nf ? rna ^ On has been increased accesl ^floretgn 
information, foreign ideas, and foreign travel. Many of China's 

2nr™ Cia V UbliCati0 " 8 c °ncentrate 9 on international eve5t2; 
and CCTV, under agreements with foreign broadcasters, now shows 
news clips from the British Broadcasting Corporation and American 
networks on its nightly newscasts. The'economic "open doo?" b« 
llLll „? a h 8 ^ 6 infl ? X of foreigners, both tourists and business 
fl * lt ?. Uw "eult being much greater exposure in urban China 
►^f? 19 " i dea f * At the san,e ti<»e, more and more Chinese are 
till Ji";Lw 0ad ?" bU8 in?ss or for education, and even some pri- 
vate travel for pleasure is talcing place. p 

Social Differentiat ion and Increased Social Complexity 

«h«rS!J£ i S e °f fioial disclaimers, many Chinese and some foreign 
r b ch fillJ ff ? ha ^ the ° Urrent polic y of 'allowing some to become 
both ilrJiv Li ead1 ? 9 to expanding income and status disparities 
i^»h £ a iiS and regionally. Hard evidence has yet to be accumu- 
ItttZ Jc ^ess meaningfully the question of whether China's 
emphasis on coastal developnert, for ixaapie, is widenino the 

Sa^r 6 " f he S° a,t ' She ^terioe, *nd &e't«d?"oaaUy back- 
ward far west. But the-Chii^ere presj has uiscossed tl^ issue 
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youth Al ienation and Questioning 

also ^^^wSi'^i.;^ 1 ^ in the pOSt -" ao « a has 
advancement Ire now open outside" IhPlrJtttS 9 *?™ o£ 
military, or government servfef S traditional paths of party, 

higher educatil^ fSrSLn "ainina an^t* 9 y0Uth o£ten lo °* t0 
ahead without the pzobllls It SlitiSl tclivl™ *V* S * t0 9et 
ning membership in P the Consist Youth League ™d C^for^r? 0 "" 
the sine qua non of unwar^ mnhnit... ^ yue ana ccp— formerly 

^u« - 3S SJ^S5S- rt - 

and positive than calls for ?rh7„! something more concrete 
development or-s P UUuaf civai2atfo„. tyl H 80 ? ialis »' «* the 
ideological vccuup ianv ™« iif? i " has Ieft * outh i( > an 
even tc at?-mnt tc'find th2?r ™ £ree t0 "J uesti <"» authority, 
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intellectual £weiom»;e»en.no*snenl tlwaid !pol£tic*ai r«to!m.L,nH», 

however, has left then cynical and bitter neetnt LS«S«iS?ij 
suggest that many educated yootric^ilw'diluilSSu^rSMS?.! 
corruption and nepotism, disturbed by the side effect of recfnf 

ISor?"pSHcy? rmS ' C ° nCerned " y «SS?5 Sf°«,r~K„ 

Changes in Social Control Mechanls-m and Breakdown of Order 

M a o«« T £L- eCh S nisms .°f.. 80Cial cont *°l also have been changing since 
u£ LtlZ ; t S ?2 e o£ thein ' such aa tne Communist Youth Leagul Ind 
the party itself, appear to have been weakened i»7?h «m!«; .» 
for upward mobility and recurrent £2" 

2nd ? t « e ^?ff; Pr ! 8ti9e of the P°l"ical 1SJ « nis'lulrered 
iShJ ii ty t0 enfocce P"^ discipline has Apparently dimi" 

been S * me tim *> other ««*«iIm» of social control have 

?r?h! !!2 fl i bM ?2* F ? r exan P le ' ««"Jer the 'responsibility system- 

sScL^ anTe'con'omlc soti^S^ " th « « 

se^ve^fn^^a^or^ey »^«S^- 

are constrained to operate within the rramSworJ'of She ?egal " 

&£'.Ji54?" beCOn,in9 m ° te P" fesa i<"> a l' better^raiSed 1 , and 

the influ^f f^ff 8 alS ° £aCe a cnan 9i"9 set of problems. With 
h2». f J ote t^ aeta ana neater mobility, Chinese police now 

have increased problems with espionage, drug smuggling, embezzle 
ment, and organized criminal activities. Scattered evidence 
re?!«H S ^ hat ? ne °f the least side effects of thS more 

fn la J^e a ^ 8 ?merburgnry; Ma Sd C 2h2? t !: a8 ^ ' i-c-se 

?ncJealeo l b l^cen^er ^.^.Jg'S'i^T 
■« 4 ' 8 »» w «* arrested on charges It gambUng. \ sSeri™ ' 

more than 150,000 people for various c??mes anlbrokeS up III too 
criminal gangs, according to the new publil SSuri?} SiS.t«: 

In the, firji thiee week? of Jcnuary 1936. at >eaeh in *rtm 
inals were „ w ^ d in Eei^-aJone, two ol Vm foTarmed ropery 
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oif. a taxi driver ffow whom they! took leas t&ri $20. These are 
reportedly only the latest of thousanas^of executions over the 
past two years for crimes ranging from embezzlement to murder. 
Recent speeches by such top party officials as General Secretary 
Hu, Vice Premier Tian, Military Commission Permanent Vice Chairman 
Yang Snangkun, and Secretariat member Wang Zhaoguo suggest that 
many more will be brought before the bar— and some before the 
firing squad— before the end of 1986. 

Momentum for the crackdown on crime appears to have gained a 
boost with the revelation of a major scandal in Fujian last year 
involving the production and sale of fake medicine. Conservative 
opponents of the "open door" especially seem to have made use of 
this and similar cases to call for greater attention to social 
order. They have apparently been helped by a rising crime rate. 
Complete statistics are not yet available, but in the capital the 
crime rate rose in 1985 to 7.8 reported crimes per 10,000 people 
from only 6.2 per 10,000 the year before. The low crime rate in 
1984—the rate was officially listed as 11.7 in 1983-was largely 
the result of a major crackdown in late 1983 which carried over 
into 1984. 

Speeches at the January 3-6, 1986, conference of 8,000 top 
cadres suggest that the leadership is seriously concerned about ram- 
pant embezzlement, bribery, and fraud as well as violent crime. The 
Secretariat has set up a new body under the leadership of Qiao Shi— 
newly a Politburo member and since last year head of the party's 
Politics and Law Commission— to examine discipline in all top partv. 
government, and military bodies. Qiao apparently is already moving 
to consolidate his influence in this effort. The commission issued 
a joint circular with the Central Discipline Inspection Commission 
in mid-January which called for localities to "strike heavily" at 
economic criminals. In early January, another joint circular— this 

•-?f n J 8 5 ry ? f PUb 4° s ? curity and the Ministry of Communi- 
cations—called for improved enforcement of "public order" in port 
cities, it was aimed at curbing bribery, smuggling, rowdiness by 
foreign seamen, and prostitution. 

With security forces largely taxed by the increased rate of 
crime, the party has taken on a major role in attempting to curb 
corruption. More often than not, cases of embezzlement, bribery, 
and malfeasance are exposed by the national or local party disci- 
pline inspection commissions, not by the police, in many cases, 
disclipme is meted out through the party rather than the courts. 
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